
 

IOLA, KANSAS                          OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                               June 11, 2019 

  

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairperson 

Jerry Daniels via conference call, Commissioner William H. “Bill” King, Commissioner Bruce Symes 

and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County, in the Commissioner’s room at the courthouse.   

 

Nick Reynolds, Humboldt Union, Eric Spruill, Iola Register, Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, 

Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Robert and Juanell Garrett, Darrell Baughn and Larry 

Walden, citizens, were present to observe the meeting.   

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on June 4, 2019. 

Commissioner King led the flag salute. 

 

Sherrie reported Regena Lance was asking about the status of the Mildred Storm Shelter.  

Commissioners requested Terry Call to come to the next commission meeting to see what he has 

found out. 

 

Sherrie discussed Allen County’s 2020 Rural Opportunity Zone (ROZ) program and if they would 

like to have any changes.  She reported the one person Allen County sponsors is in their last year 

of the funding. There is a waiting list of more individuals for future funding.  

 

Sherrie asked commissioners where they want the cost to come out of for the Westar Energy line 

to the new tower. Sheriff Murphy stated it was to run the line from the landfill gate to the project.  

Commissioners approved it to come out of the general fund.  

 

Terry Call joined the meeting. 

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, reported concrete buckled up halfway 

down the Allen County Regional Airport’s runway; it needed to be replaced right away.  J& J 

Contractors was the only one who could replace the concrete right now on the runway.  They 

put a notem on the side of the runway. He is still waiting on electricians for a fuel pump; they are 

supposed to be working on it today.  Discussion followed.  Hopefully pumping fuel later by the 

end of the week.   

 

Mitch reported they are mowing, but a few mowers are broke down. 

 

Mitch discussed Beth Toland’s request to bring a science class with 20 kids in the morning and 30 

in the afternoon to the landfill. He explained his concerns for the liability of the county having 

that many kids under 12 at the landfill.  Commissioner Symes stated he appreciated his 

concern about liability but thought the students would be well supervised and that it 

would be good to tout our landfill and quarry operations and educate the youths 

about it.  Counselor Johnson stated if properly supervised, it would probably be ok.  Discussion 

followed on education.  Commissioner King will go visit with the children.  Commissioners 

approved the class to attend.   

 

Counselor Johnson reported the new farming contract at the airport with Sam Hayes has kicked 

in and he is starting to till ground.  

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected 

personnel. Commissioner King seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the room will be 



 

Chairman Daniels via phone, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, Mitchell Garner, Public 

Works Director, Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County 

Counselor.  The time is now 8:43 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 8:48 a.m.  No action was 

taken. 

Counselor Johnson reported Darrell Baughn, Allen Rural Volunteer Fire Chief, had brought him a 

contract for the new fire barn to review.  Discussion followed on site prep.  Commissioner King 

stated there isn’t a stock pile of rock right now; it is very low.  Darrell wanted to know when the 

county might be able to help them with the prep site and how long is the contact good for?  

The area for the building needs to be raised up, top soil would need to come off, and a road 

built into the area as well.  Commissioners stated Mitch could do it, but bad timing due to rain 

and weather.  The pad would need at least 5-inch AB3 rock and foundation.  If the county can 

get done by the end of July, would it work within the contract timing? Darrell doesn’t care who 

lays the lot out; a surveyor or who builds pad; the contractor has to stake out dimensions then 

extend the stakes out 5 feet for working area that the Public Works will need to do the work.  

Commissioner King stated it is not a 5-minute job. Darrell will tell the contractor that the county is 

going to take care of the site prep; then the county or fire district will come in and off set stakes 

out 5 feet.  Commissioner King stated Pug rock would be best to use. Discussion followed on 

what needs done and equipment.   

Mitch reported they are not making pea rock at this time, but making road rock because the 

roads need it badly.  Crews are hauling it out faster than they can make it.   

Commissioner Symes asked if the chip and seal for the little cities will be able to be helped.  

Mitch stated yes, but later in the year.   

Commissioner Daniels asked Mitch to report on the fuel pumps.  Mitch will let the commission 

know as soon as they are functionable.   

 

Daniel Creitz, 31st Judicial District Judge, and Dina Morrison, Court Clerk, presented the 2020 

budget request. Dina explained the 2020 budget is higher by $38,249 than current year budget.     

She reported the increases are due to CASA’s request increase of 10% which will be higher by 

$761, Computer Contracts increased by $5,000, Drug Testing decreased $12,000, Indigent 

Defense increased $30,000 (will see increases later next year in cases which will probably be 

people who can’t pay), Transcripts increased $2,500, which is an additional cost due to no Court 

Reporter on staff currently.    There are two court reporters in the district, but might need to hire a 

court reporter that is retired for contract services.  Discussion followed.  Judge Creitz stated even 

those court reporters that graduate migrate to the suburbs to make more money.   

 

Judge Creitz invited the commission to a Drug Court graduation on July 11, at 4 p.m.  He 

reported on the success of Drug Court.  They have had 90 grads in 6 ½ years which is an 

excellent job. He credited much of the success to Troy Smith and Dina Morrison.  Dina takes care 

of the financial side. Judge Creitz discussed CASA changes and mandates from the state that 

are unfunded.  He discussed the 31st Judicial District is going totally electronic filing. Judge Creitz 

stated he had volunteered Dina to head up Phase 2 of the courts. This means they are trying to 

get all the county courts to use a universal court management for the entire state that all would 

have access to the entire system and help work share across the state.  June kicked off this 

project in the 31st Judicial District “Coordinating Kansas”.  Dina explained “Tracts” and what all it 

entails.   

 



 

Dina mentioned the need for more space as Court Services is overflowing and needs a larger 

space.  She invited the commission to go review the rooms, which are bursting at the seams.  

They need more space to handle the needs of clients and employees that need more office 

space.  Kevin McGuffin and Troy Smith had reported problems with offsite places; need more 

options.  Dina stated Commissioner Symes had reviewed the small courtroom and the caseload 

increase.  Commissioner Symes asked Dina about storage space into offices?    Remodel would 

be running into the garage area and create a problem as well.  Judge Creitz stated it would 

only take one bad security issue and cost the county a ton of money!  Space is the big issue in 

the small court room, if it is a big hearing and the big courtroom is open, he lets Judge Davis use 

it.  Commissioner Daniels mentioned Mitch wants to build a building and move his office space 

which would open up in that area, and/or do an expansion to the south of the courthouse and 

facilitate a security option for the courthouse; it would allow added office space and courtroom 

and allow for security entrance for future.    

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected 

personnel. Commissioner King seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen 

County Counselor.  The time is now 9:20 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:25 a.m.  No 

action was taken. 

Counselor Johnson reported they are closing today at 11:00 a.m. on the two tracts for the 

ambulance stations; one in Humboldt and the other in Moran.   

 

Commissioners discussed when the official hospital meeting will be held; it was stated it would 

be June 25 but there will be a task force meeting before that.  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents: 

a) Clerk’s Vouchers – $89,712.15    

b) Payroll – Carryover 22 ½ hours of vacation for Gary Henderson to be used 

by December 19, 2019.   

         

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner King moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Symes seconded, and motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:28 a.m. 

until June 18, 2019 at 8:30 a.m. in the Commission room of the courthouse.   

 

 

______________________________________  _____________________________________ 

Jerry Daniels, Chairperson              William H. King, Commissioner 

 

______________________________________              _____________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk   Commissioner Symes, Commissioner 

 

 

  

 


